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Carol: “Give 'im your underwear”.

(Laughter)

Carol: I made the matriarch laugh! I'm (chuckles) I'm good!

Lynn: Matriaaach.

Carol: Matriaaach.

(Chuckling)

Evelyn: (Laughing) You're good, you're very good.

(Dog barks)

Carol: I haven’t stopped feeding him so he likes me. I... I know all the dogs in town here,

I don't know the peoples' names, so I'm like, 'Oh, you're Baby's muthah' and I just walk up to strange dogs and kiss them and hug them and I'm very upset about Bilbo.

Peter (from the other room): Tell everybody they can eat.

Lynn: We'll wait dinner for him. We're gonna wait.

Carol: 

The sweet potatoes aren’t done anyway.

Evelyn: 
Who's coming? Neil? Who's coming?

Lynn: We're gonna wait dinner, you... schmuck.

(Chuckling)

Peter: …much I paid. It's nice isn't it?

Evelyn: What?

Suzanna: It's not bad! It looks very similar, we went
to this Indian Hill architecture thing the other day…

Evelyn: 
What's that?

Peter: 



       The sport jacket.

Evelyn: Very nice, very nice. Where'd you get it?

Peter: From a very good place.

Suzanna: Did Seth approve of it?

Carol: 

Yes he did, I was gonna say, I bet he did.

Peter: 

Wellspring. Two dollars and fifty cents.

Suzanna: 






    What?

Peter: Two dollars and fifty cents.

Suzanna: 
Did Seth approve of it? 

Evelyn: 
What kind of a store is that?
Carol: It's a thrift shop. I actually work at the food pantry, I volunteer there.

Lynn: Tiffany guessed it was sixty nine dollars and she asked about if it

was on sale. She was very thoughtful about it.

Peter: 

So Seth... Seth... Seth...

Peter: Seth said, Seth said I'm really getting, He said, he said how much it cost you? I

said two fifty and he said “That's good, dad, you're finally loosening up a bit”.

(Laughter)

Carol: I get David shoes up there for two dollars.

Peter: And the tie was fifty cents.

Suzanna: Where is this?

Carol: It's just up between S and T street.

Lynn:  
      The bookstore, honey.

Peter: 
      Where we get the books. Fifty cents.

Evelyn: That's a pretty tie...


This conversation took place in the kitchen of my Uncle Peter and Aunt Lynn’s house in Hull, MA. Things had been very hectic in there earlier, but were settling down as everything was pretty much ready and we were waiting for just a few more people to arrive before dinner. It is a typical conversation in my family with many people talking over each other and people coming in and out (I actually chose a relatively calm and ordered portion of the recording because any other section would have been impossible to create a transcript of!).

To pass the time before dinner Carol, a neighbor who was helping out with the gathering, told a couple of jokes. She takes pride in the fact that she made my Great Aunt Evelyn, the matriarch of the family, laugh. This reflects the Jewish people quite well as we are a matriarchal culture. 

Lynn took the opportunity to poke fun at Carol for not pronouncing the letter ‘R’. Well aware of her Boston accent, Carol indulged Lynn by repeating the word with an exaggerated accent. She’s actually pretty proud of her accent, as many people are. It allows her to easily identify with other people from the area. I would say that Carol liked receiving attention. She likes to talk, was always quick to respond when someone asked a question, and it was quite easy to persuade her to tell her jokes (such as the one whose punch line began the transcript).
The next part of the conversation reveals a great deal about the relationships of the people gathered. When my Uncle Neil called and said he was running late, Peter had no problem beginning dinner; as brothers, they have a very casual relationship. Lynn would have no part of that, however. She insisted that dinner would wait because it was respectful. She probably would have done the same for anybody, but especially Neil because he is one of the elders in the family. Lynn had no problem calling her husband a schmuck, albeit half jokingly, for even considering such a thing. Personally, I would never dream of calling either Lynn or Peter a schmuck, but as a couple married for so many decades, they certainly have the privilege to do so and get away with it.

Peter probably didn’t hear the schmuck part, anyway, since he walked in the room shortly after talking to his daughter-in-law Suzanna about his new sport coat. Apparently, it reminded her about some architecture thing, but we don’t learn how because Peter answers Evelyn’s question, leaving nobody but my microphone paying attention to Suzanna. I noticed that she was ignored several times in the conversation and I’m not sure why. In these types of conversations where so many people are talking at once, sometimes specific questions or statements are overlooked and it happened to Susanna several times in a row. It certainly wasn’t intentional, everybody loves her, but for some reason she had a streak of it that night.
My family’s sarcastic sense of humor is revealed in Peter’s story. He describes the thrift shop as a “very good place” in the same tone one would use to describe an upscale store like Sak’s or Nordstrom’s. It is evident in Seth’s joke about his dad finally loosening up his tight purse strings as well. Since Peter repeated it, he obviously has a sense of humor about ‘bargain hunting’, a skill that is emphasized in my family. In fact, cheapness is stereotypical of Jews and is the punch line of quite a few (often self-depreciating) jokes. Peter’s really pretty proud of it, though; he showed off the jacket and tie quite a bit, always emphasizing the price.

The entire conversation was typical of my family and many other Jewish families I know. I enjoy family gatherings because I have fun just listening to everyone chat. Nobody takes themselves too seriously and we have a great time.
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